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620 THE NORTH AMERICAN REVIEW 

INTERNATIONAL LAW AND REBELLION 

Sir, — Was the Southern Confederacy entitled to the protection of inter- 
national law during our Civil War? Did the United States Government 
violate Southern rights guaranteed by international law, by the blockade of 
the Southern ports? Were the relations between the North and the South 
international relations or were they the relations between a government and 
its rebellious subjects? 

We know what England's attitude was during the Civil War. In her 
reply to our protest on behalf of " freedom of the seas " she reiterates that 
attitude, viz., that the Southern Confederacy was an independent nation, 
rightly struggling against foreign, i.e., Northern invasion, and therefore en- 
titled to the international status of a free nation, and to the protection of 
international law. This, apparently, is the attitude of Mr. Maurice Low in 
his article on " The Freedom of the Seas " in your September number. Is 
it the correct, the American, attitude? or must we tacitly accept the insult 
it implies and scarcely veils, lest we hurt the feelings of the " mother coun- 
try," or lest the present Administration should alienate Southern votes? 
Must we all acquiesce in the " hyphenation " of " Anglo-Saxonism," dare we 
not call ourselves merely American ? 

Inquisitive. 

Jamestown, Md. 

" SERGEANT WHAT'S HIS NAME " 

Sir, — If you will pardon a personal letter, not sent through the chan- 
nels, from so humble a person as a sergeant in Troop D, 1st Cavalry, I wish 
to express my appreciation of the article by Major-General John F. O'Ryan 
in the recent issue of The North American Review. If we had more like 
it, the public would have a much better idea of national defense, and a 
clearer understanding of the National Guard; what it is, and what it is 
trying to do. I thoroughly enjoyed reading the article and was pleased to 
find our commanding officer among the contributors. 

Rot A. Chenet. 

Syracuse-, N. T. 

WHAT PREPAREDNESS REALLY MEANS 

Sir, — Since the beginning of the present conflict in Europe, there has 
been a growing agitation for "preparedness" in the United States. That 
such preparation is essential to the welfare and security of the country no 
one can doubt — except that the country at large seems to have interpreted 
preparedness as military organization. Every community is agog with 
various schemes for training the citizenry, for promoting new inventions of 
destruction, for enlarging the army and navy, etc., etc. All of which would 
be very valuable, were they not so hopelessly insufficient. 

It seems particularly inconsistent that we should fashion our methods of 
preparedness after the one country which will surely suffer the most terrible 
defeat known in the annals of the world. Germany, by means of her 
remarkable organization and efficiency, has assumed a temporary advantage, 
but no one familiar with the financial and industrial conditions abroad can 
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question the final outcome. Remember that their victories have been achieved 
by a ruthless slaughter of "subjects," and as a result of a social system little 
less than autocracy. On the other band, France not only has a remarkably 
efficient military organization, but she has, by careful diplomacy, estab- 
lished political friendships of far greater importance than any military 
organization could be. 

The processes that have resulted in the Krieg Kultur of Germany have 
alienated every country in the world, excepting her weak sister, Austria- 
Hungary. The policies which have resulted in the esprit and vigor of the 
French army have established bonds of amity with the most popular nations 
of the world. Within the country, these policies enforce compulsory employ- 
ment of Frenchmen in the managerial and executive offices and a very great 
percentage of the skilled labor of all the industries. They have encouraged 
financial policies that make her the second richest nation in the war, even 
despite many natural disadvantages. Abroad, she is represented by a well- 
trained diplomatic corps, one in which political partisanship does not 
establish priority to office. And so on without end. 

Now, if our country is to prepare, let us face the situation calmly and 
prepare properly. The strongest armor is of no avail on an anaamie arm. 
Preparation presupposes patriotism. And patriotism means love of coun- 
try. It is not nearly so necessary that we should all be trained soldiers as it 
is that we should become trained citizens. It is not as necessary that the 
wealthy classes should sacrifice their fortunes in aiding their country (if 
they have any intention of so doing) as it is that our economic and indus- 
trial conditions achieve a sane and healthy basis. 

Preparedness means American control of American industries, not by 
chance, but by law. It means regulation of the money markets. It means a 
reorganized diplomatic service that will understand and interpret the alien's 
viewpoint — one in which capable men will gladly serve. It means a regula- 
tion of immigration, so that, in the event of war, our citizenry could not 
be dominated and menaced by foreign sympathizers. It means such things 
as public bath houses, schools, gymnasiums, recreation centers and play- 
grounds. And if, when we have corrected our internal maladies, we turn to 
the military, it will mean compulsory service for every young American, 
under federal direction. Then, and not till then, can we face the world and 
make them see that "strict accountability" and "watchful waiting" are the 
expressions of a nation prepared internally as well as externally for any 
crisis that may arise. 

This idea of internal preparation has not, to the best of my knowledge, 
been given consideration by any periodical, and much less by our federal 
and municipal governments, and, as it seems of the utmost importance to 
me, I am taking this privilege of addressing it to you. 

Grant M. Simon. 

Philadelphia, Pa. 

LAW OR LAWLESSNESS? 

Sir, — The one thing that should not be lost to sight in respect of this 
war is that fundamentally it is simply a question of law or lawlessness. 
If an individual in a community gets an idea that he can be a law unto 
himself, break his agreements with his neighbors whenever a self-determined 
"necessity" makes it expedient, and enlarge the sphere of his influence with 



